
Frequently Asked Questions 

How do I become a member of the parish? 
Membership in the Orthodox Church begins 
at baptism (Chrismation for some) and 
continues throughout life.  We are united 
with Christ through the sacraments, or 
mysteries, of the Church and through our 
faithful offering of our entire selves to Jesus 
Christ.  Our Church's constitution 
distinguishes between voting and non-voting 
members.  A voting member is at least 18 
years of age and turns in a stewardship 
commitment card, committing a portion of 
time, talent and treasure to the Church.  The 
church also requires the voting member to 
remain current through the year on their 
commitments. Keep in mind that true 
membership in the Body of Christ involves 
living according to He's word and within His 
Church. 

Why must I commit to give a specific 
amount? 
We compile the amounts anticipated to 
better plan our budget.  Please keep in mind 
that your stewardship of money is kept in 
the strictest of confidence. 

What if I cannot fulfill my stewardship 
commitment? 
During the course of a year, people's 
circumstances change.  Your stewardship is 
valued because it is made out of your love 
for God and His Church.  Please talk to Fr 
Mark if you are unable to meet your 
stewardship commitment.

My Commitment Pledge 

I pledge to maintain a spiritual life for 
myself and for my household which 
includes: 
1)  Frequent participation in the 
Sacraments of Communion and 
Confession 
2)  Regular prayer, which includes 
public worship on Sundays, weekday 
services, and daily prayers 
3)  Following the weekly and seasonal 
fasting practices of the Church 
4)  The support of St Ephraim Church 
in the form of committee work, serving 
in the parish council, volunteering in 
the various organizations and the 
general offering of our time and talents 
5)  A commitment to personal 
peacemaking, the preservation of 
marriages and the protection of our 
children from all types of harm. 
6)  The support of the Church and Fr 
Mark by submitting and fulfilling a 
monetary pledge.
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Stewards of the Gospel 

Psalm 91:2 declares, "It is good to give thanks to 
the Lord."  Indeed, we have much to be thankful 
for... health, strength, possessions, our situation 
in life and even life itself.  Christ has told us that 
we are stewards of the gifts we have been given.  
If we don't manage them well, we will simply 
hoard or squander them. 

St. Paul tells us that, "God loves a cheerful 
giver." He also says that, "if we sow bountifully, 
then we will also reap bountifully"(2 Cor. 9:6-7). 
As members of the Orthodox Church we should 
sow bountifully within our Church so we may 
also reap bountiful rewards within our spiritual 
lives in Christ. We should also be eager to share 
our earthly goods with our brethren, for our 
Lord also tells us, "where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also" (Mt 6:21). Thus, if our 
heart is truly found within the reality of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, then our Time, Talent & 
Treasure should be sown bountifully within our 
Church. 

In his first letter to the Corinthians (4:2), St Paul 
states "Moreover, it is required in stewards that 
one be found faithful." Seriously consider what 
you can commit to give. 


